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Committee: End To Evening JD Program?
By Matthew J. McGrath

T

he law school's "Committee on the
Eighties" has drafted a proposal to
discontinue the evening law program in
order to improve the law school's national
reputation, effect curricular reform and
improve the quality of the faculty and
student body.
,
The report claims the evening division is
an obstacle to achieving certain goals
necessary to make George Washington
University's National Law Center one of
the top 10 law schools in the country.
The Committee on the Eighties was
formed in 1980to orchestrate changes that
were foreseen by the administration while
making long term plans for the use of
Lerner Hall according to Dean Barron. It
also is involved in curriculum decisions.
The
recommendations
of
the
Committee's report are:
1. Phase-out of the night program

beginning in the 1985-86 academic year,
without affecting
currently
enrolled
students.
2. Add another day section starting in
1985,using visiting faculty to supplement
the fulltime faculty.
3. Increase financial aid to help needy
students who might otherwise
have
attended night school, '
The report said 'the "deplorable",
though real, perception that a law school
witb an evening J.D. program is "in some
way inferior" had hurt the school's image

in an unspecified way.
Two concrete problems cited in the
report include reluctance of potential
faculty members' to accept jobs in a
program where they are expected to teach
night class and also scheduling limitations
caused by the inflexible night hours (6-8
p.m.)
'
The enhanced reputation expected from
dropping the night program is creating
controversy among students, faculty and
alumni.
The Washington Post ran an article on
the proposal, which elicited response from"

the alumni. "I've had 50 calls today,
already," said Dean Barron. "I'm not
knocking the prestige argument set forth
in the proposal but it's so subjective."
He looked at the number involved in the
.. proposal. "We have 5,000 applicants for
the day division each year, and only 700 for
the evening ... and so many of those end up
wanting to attend the day program that we
asked ourselves, 'should we add to the day
program?
(and eliminate
the night
program).":
Still, trade-offs are to be considered, as
to page 3 See related story on page 3

Faculty
To Review

C-NCOption
By H. Glenn Rosenkrantz

A

proposal which would radically
impair student ability to exercise the
credit-no credit (C-NC) grading option will
be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee
within the next few weeks.
The proposal, put forth by Prof. Teresa
Schwartz in a memo circulated among
committee members on January 11 seeks
to limit "the number of (elective) hours
taken on a C-NC basis in regularly graded
courses to four," according to the memo.
Under present National Law' Center
regulations, J.D. candidates may take up
to 12 semester hours of elective course
work on a C-NC basis. Under both
Schwartz's proposal and current NLC
rules, there is a 17 credit cap on the total
numberof C-NC courses allowed. This cap
includes graded courses elected to be
taken C-NC plus courses usually graded as
such.
.
According to the memo, "retaining the
total number of C-NC hours that are now
allowed (7)" would "give students ample
opportunity to participate in clinical work,
law review and journal, moot court, trial
practice courses, etc. that are only offered
on a CoNe basis." In essence, then, the
proposal would serve to reduce the
to page 8

Library Staff Nears Wit's End
by P.J. Williams
If there is any truth in the cliche "misery
loves company," then we law students will
empathize with this - the construction at
'. the Law Center is not only affecting the
students,but the library staff as well.
It is obvious to anyone who recently has
been up to the library's
third floor
reference desk that the staff has been
operating under stressful conditions. They
are swamped
with questions
from
distressed students, "Where 'are those
reporters again?" If this isn't enough,
noise and dust are commonplace.
Patience is wearing thin. One staff
member stated that the staff has been
suggesting solutions to some of the more

obvious problems brought by the confusion
and construction. The students have been
helpful. in their
recommendations.
According to' one staff member, the
administration's
reply to their concerns
has been that many problems are just too
"trivial." "Granted there are always
problems with construction in progress,
but some create poor working conditions.
For example, the lighting in the stairwell
is inadequate and unsafe. The heating,
particularly in the basement, is not up to
par. These are not "trivial" matters.
long with the many problems associated
with the construction, the staff has been
directed to assume housekeeping functions
. such as cleaning water fountains and
collecting garbage. These chores are

necessitated by the fact that the university'
has cut back on the housekeeping staff. On
the whole, members of the library staff,
which is made up of professional lawyers,
Iibrarians,and law students are taking the
extra housekeeping chores in stride. It
seems as though they are only able to
enjoy the new section of the library while
doing these chores.
The library staff's main concern is that
their questions and suggestions to better
the Law Center are largely unheeded by
the administration.
At times, as law
students, we are oblivious to happenings
outside our own cocoons. We don't often
recognize that the same construction
problems that plague us also affect the
library staff of the Law Center.
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Gelling Around The Library
by Mary Hotchldss

Welcome
Backl As you can see, quite a
few changes occured at the Burns Law
Library over the Winter Break. We have
moved into four floors of the South
Building and the Burns renovation phase
has begun. If you haven't had a chance to
explore the new facilities, here is a quick
rundown
of the location
changes:
. First, the library entrance is now
located in the South building, the door
closest to Stuart Hall. This side door will

serve as our temporary entrance until the
renovaton of the original first floor is
complete.
The first floor of the South building (IS)
houses all of the tax and labor looseleaf
materials, as well as the tax periodicals.
There is a photocopy machine located in
the passageway between Burns and the
South building.
The second floor of the South building
(28) houses all of the materials that were
previously n the first floor and mezzanine
levels of Burns. These materials include
the federal and regional
reporters;
federal, regional, and state digests;

Ouf of fhe Main:
by JaCR Williams

It is that time of year when potshots at
the legal profession are in vogue. Recent
articles are forecasting all sorts of horrors
for the lawyer. These articles declare
there are just too many lawyers and too
few clients. Although these statements are
not new, they are becoming increasingly
commonplace. Of course, every author
adds his own twist to the perceived
misfortune of lawyers. Some say there are
too many
good lawyers.
Others,
undoubtedly those who have recently lost
their case, say there are too many
incompetent lawyers.
As a law student, the forecasts for
employment don't look too promising if
one believes the experts. Yet, most
lawyers are not starving. No question,
there are a lot of lawyers and there are
expected to be as many as one million
lawyers by the middle of the next decade.
This is a staggering figure - hard to
comprehend let alone appreciate. But are
there too many lawyers? In reality the
question becomes are there too many law
students?
A persual of the literature shows that the
U.S. boasts
over twice. as many
laywers per thousand. people as our
common law cousin Great Britain, and
over 25 times as many as Japan. In
Washington, D.C. alone, one person in 18 is

Lawyers on the Loose

an attorney. These figures led New York
Times columnist Russell Baker to remark
"since the U.S. could function very happily
with no more than three dozen lawyers, we
should be able to send Japan 611,964
lawyers by the end of the year."
The figures are correct but the entire
comparison may be faulty. It is not proper
to compare the American legal institution
to its contempraries in Europe or Japan.
The American
government
and its
peculiar democratic institution is one that
is conducive to the legal profession. This
statement, of course, conjures up the
statement by one historian and any
government is conducive to the legal
profession if the lawyer is ever permitted
to get a leg up.
Many more things are done by way of
the courts in America, albeit on an
individual basis, than in other countries. In
America, the legal institution performs
functions that in many other countries the
governments
perform theselves.
For
example, many European countries have
subscribed to a. system originating in
Sweden in 1809which created the office of
ombudsman.
Ombudsmen
process
complaints
about
alleged·
maladministration
from
government
agencies. Their function is to investigate
cases of citizens who believe that they
have not received justice. Although they
have
no legal
power
to change
administrative
regulations, ombudsmen

Make-up Exam Proposal Tabled
A change in the make-up examination
grading
policy
proposed
by the
Scholarship Committee was tabled by the
faculty at its January meeting. The
proposal, which was supported by the SBA
was tabled because faculty members felt
the wording was unclear and did not
clearly spell out the extent to which it
would change the current policy.
The grading proposal, drafted by Prof.
Arnold Reitze, would have made a
numerical grade available for a student
taking make-up examinations. This makeup grade would not be included in overall
GPA computation and would not affect a
student's class rank. The current make-up
examination policy provides for a grade of
credit or no credit only, and does not affect
the student's overall GPA.
After an extended and at times heated
debate in which a number of potential
points of confusion concerning
the
application of the proposal surfaced, Prof.
Patricia Harris suggested that the matter
might best be tabled until it could
be presented in the form it would take if
adopted.
Following the vote to table, Prof. John
Banzhaf moved that a straw vote be taken
in order to give the Scholarship Committee
some idea of the faculty sentiments
towards the proposal as presented. SBA
President Howard Gross then evinced a

federal, regional and state shepards;
encyclopedias;
and federal statutory
materials. There is a photocopy machine
on this floor, in the northwest corner of
Burns south.
The third, fourth and fifith floors of
Burns remain unchanged. The third floor
still houses the reference and reserve
collections and is the information-queston
and answer center. The fourth floor houses
the government documents collection and
is the only smoking area in the library. The
fifth floor still houses faculty and library
administrative offices. Access to the South
building through the Burns building leads

cool reaction from faculty members by
suggesting
that
a
"Yes"
vote
would indicate a "modicum of faculty
trust in the student body." The faculty
split 14-12 in opposition to the proposal.
The scholarship Committee will resubmit
the numerical grading option proposal at a
future meeting.
Reitze described the proposal not as a
perfect
solution but as a marked
improvement over the current system
which disadvantages the student who must
try to find a job with possibly an entire
semester of coursework on a credit-no
credit basis.
SBA President Howard Gross spoke in
favor of the numerical grading option,
characterizing it as an improvement over
the proposal submited by the SBA:and said
it could only help NLC students when
competing for jobs with students from
other schools.
He added that the
administration should not be happy about
the number of students who inquire about
the make-up exam policy and later choose
totake the exam at the scheduled time.
"It's just not that helpful," Gross said.
In other news it was announced at the
faculty meeting was a plan to raise. the
NLC loan fund from its current level of
$350,000to $1 million. It was also disclosed
that Jacob Burns plans to contribute
$250,000 more to the Burns Scholarship
Fund for the NLC.

do negotiate with administrative officials.
Their power lies in the possible threat of
reporting publicly their findings and
recommendations .:
The American
ombudsman
is the
lawyer. It is he who investigates cases of
citizens who believe that they have not
received justice. It is he who redresses the
unequal
balance
of power between
different parties in society. Lawyers
represent corporations, unions, consumer
groups, trees, livestock, and wildlife. I
believe one of the greatest things about
the legal system is that just bout anyone
can bring just about any action for just
about any cause. You don't need
permission to litigate.
There are still many places for lawyers
although those places may not be in
traditional practices. Legal clinics such as
Hyatt Legal Services' are growing
tremedously. In six states an On-Line
Legal Services program is being tested.
. The legal institution likes to think of
itself as the guarantor of due process and
equal protection for individuals. The
to page 3

to the law review and jornal offices on the
third floor, and the admissions and law
alumni offices on the fourth floor. There
are restrooms on the fifth floor, and two
photocopy machines on the third floor of
Burns.
The South building has two basement
levels, Lower Level One (LL!) and Lower
Level Two (LL2). LL1, the first basement
level, houses the duplicate reporters and
digests
and the Media Resources
Department. There is also a women's
restroom on this floor. LL2,the lowest
basement level, houses the state codes and
state encyclopedias,
Commonwealth
materials,
and
the
international
materials, the J.JX treatises. LL2 is on the
same level as Stack Level 3 (SL3) of
Burns, which houses the K-Z treatises.
The basement level just abouve SL3
continues to house the bound periodicals.
The top basement level in Burns (SL!) is
currently undergoing renovation.
The Law Library will be open from 8
a.m. to 11:45 p.m., Monday through
Friday, and from 9 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.,
Saturday and Sunday throughout the
spring semester. The library will be closed
on Monday February 20, in observation of
the
University
holiday
(George
Washington's Birthday), and hours will
vary during the spring recess. LEXIS and
Westlaw.training sessions should soon be
in full swing. Additional
workshop
offerings will be posted.
Please remember that the library staff
is here to serve you. While the main
information desk is on the third floor, there
are staff members available on the fourth
floor in the Government Documents office,
and on LLI in the Media Resources office
to answer questons and give assistance.
Information is our forte - come check us
out!

Why. keep typing
the same pages
over and over again?
Put your next assignment
on a word processor
.for easy revisions,
insertions, and deletions.

Call Pouch Services
at 543-0296.
Special rates for students.
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Rally to S'upport
Evening
-Division Held
Over 250 "fired up" law students met
January 19 in 201 Lerner Hall to rally
opposition to a draft proposal to eliminate
the NLC's evening JD program.
Two meetings were held, one in the
afternoon and one in the evening, The
meetings
were sponsored
by the
Supporters of the Night School (SNS), a
coalition of students and alumni, which
was formed shortly after the draft
proposal was circulated to the faculty by
the NLC Committee on the 80s.
The draft proposal suggests that the
evening JD program
be eliminated
because, among other things, there is a
widely-held perception that law schools
with evening programs are in some way
inferior. The draft proposal suggests that
the evening JD program could therefore
prevent the NLC from becoming a "top
ten" law school.
Martha McQuade, a fourth-year evening
student, who was one of several speakers
at the rallies, called the draft proposal
ridiculous." She said the draft proposal is
"insulting and really makes me mad as
hell." She said it was based on a perception
that the drafters of the proposal admitted
was false. "I see nothing of value in this,"
she said.
Ken Woolcott, a third-year night student
and evening SBA rep, called for the
Committee on the 80s to seek other means
to raise the law school into the top ten than
by trying to make the NLC a carbon copy
of the Ivy League schools.
_
"I've been looking out of these windows
(in Lerner Hall) and I don't see
Cambridge. I don't see New Haven. (see
Washington,"he said.
Eric Hutson, a second-year day student,
outlined the plans of "direct action" the
SNS will take. First, a statement opposing
the draft proposal will be written and then
submitted to the Committee on the 80s.
Second, a committee on student awareness
is being formed to provide informaton to
students about the proposal and to elicit
their responses to it. Third, a committee is
being formed
to approach
faculty
members
about the draft proposal.
Fourth, a committee is being formed to
inform alumni about the draft proposal.

Evening...

Direct From Cambridge

Prof Attacks Legal Heirarchy,
Touches Base With NLe Problems
By Sharon Hallanan

~i

AbOlishing the hierarchy
law schools a timely topic in light of current and
proposed changes at the Law Center was the subject of a lecture given recently
by Prof. Duncan Kennedy of Harvard Law
School as part of the Enrichment Program
series.
Kennedy outlined his proposal
to
equalize American law schools, calling for
an equalization of school expenditures per
student, equalization of facilities "which
would mean wheeling this new building out
to American University", pooling and
scrambling the professors, and randomly
assigning students to the several schools
within a geographical area.
"A large proportion of law students and
teachers feel a deep danger of being
degraded to the next lower school,"
- Kennedy said. This fear, he added, coupled
with a yearning to be at the next highest
school, keeps the hierarchy in place.
"Getting up a few notches means aping
those above us," he said.

F

~elding a question about the recent
proposal to phase out the evening J.D.'
program to improve the NLC's image,
Kennedy said that this was evidence of the
hierarchical tendency to make schools
"deader, less interesting, less socially
responsible and less socially conscious" as
they "struggle
to impress the large
corporate law schools." He added that this
encourages
fierce competition among
schools for students with high LSAT
scores, a trend he labeled "totally socially
destructive."
When asked whether he thought that
better students should be entitled to seek
out and obtain better professors, Kennedy
replied, "I don't believe 'better' students
profit more from being taught by 'good'
professors
than bad students."
He
stressed, however, that his proposal was
aimed at abandoning the "good" and
"bad" labels.
He
cautioned that the current qualit~
levels perceived among schools "are in a

lot of ways fantasy." Despite his tenured
position at Harvard, Kennedy said, "I
don't think the elite schools deliver a
product to cherish. Nothing would be lost
by making people who now attend Harvard
attend New England School of Law - it
wouldn't greatly affect the legal services
provided to society."

News Notes

from pageI

.every member of the committee has
agreed. Prof. David Seidelson's dissent
called the night program "a valuable and
unique asset"
unavailable
at other
schools.
Prof Kay ton, the prominent patent
lawyer, expects that the patent program
-will, in no uncertain terms, be destroyed
lor a "pie in the sky curriculum change."
Prof. Ralph Nash, a former G.W. law
school night student, said decreasing
service to the local legal community would
hurt G.W.'s reputation in the long run.
As far as the employer's perception of
the night
school
student,
Steve
McLaughlin, a hiring committee member
at Baker & McKenzie's D.C. office stated,
"If we get an applicant from night school,
the only question we ask is' 'Why did you
attend night school?" The only firms who
would look negatively at night students are
the ones who only hire from 'certain'
schools (not G.W.).
Student reaction has been largely
negative. A crowd of more than 250 people
turned out for two meetings held last week
to mobilize student support for retention of
the night school. Tara Brazee, SBA Vic~

Implementation of his equalization plan,
Kennedy said, should be favored by
student bodies, faculties and boards of
trustees, and they should demand action.
"Student bodies, where motivated, can be
very powerful," he said, noting that at law
schools there is "much more space to be
politically disruptive."
photo by Richard Ripley

President for the night division told the
crowd "We can make the night division
shine, but we need innovation, not
imitation."
.
Howard Gross, SBA President saw the
problem as being one of perception.' "Both
sides want what is best for the school."
Many faculty members are undecided
about the issue and are anxious to hear the
committee's final report at the Feb. 17
faculty meeting. Prof. Don Rothschild said
there were three points that he wanted to
. discuss admissions,
money and
curriculum.

Out of the Main
from page 2

profession also believes it's an institution
which safeguards
the privileges and
liberties of even society's "worst." I like to
believe that the legal profession does this
sort of thing. After all, one has to believe in
some things.
Some argue we need more scientists.
This is true. But let's not take able lawyers
and make them into scientists. They
already have a job to do.

What's in a Name?

F

oi

or those you who may be wondering,
Lerner Hall, the new classroom building at
the NLC, was named after Theodore N.
Lerner, Class of 1950. Mr. Lerner was a
significant contributor to the building
fund.
'

.Dean of Students
There is a need to strengthen the support
services provided by the deans at the
National Law Center, according to Dean
Jerome Barron.
The NLC has been without a Dean of
Students. since August of last year when
Professor Teresa Schwartz stepped down
from the position to resume full-time
teaching duties. Barron said he felt John
Jenkins,
assistant
dean of Career
Development, had taken over some of the
duties of a dean of students, particularly in
the area of career counseling.
Barron said he was looking into the
possibility of adding an assistant dean or
associate dean to the NLC staff to take

over the remaining responsibilities
dean of students.

Hill

of a

Alumni

The
Capitol Hill GW Law Alumni
Association met for the first time in
several years recently on Capitol Hill.
Dean Barron, who organized and attended
the meeting, said that he hoped it would
serve to rekindle the interest of Hill alumni
in the law school, and possible get them
interested in contributing to the law school
loan fund. He said he would like to see the
fund which currently stands at $350,000,
top the $1 million mark.

Clinics
T'he Consumer H-E-L-P Bankruptcy
Clinic and the new Consumer H-E-L-P
Litigation Clinic have been officially
certified by the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia for
student practice. Students in these clinics
will be able to take depositions, draft
pleadings and conduct trials in federal
court. Contact Christy Fisher (Bankruptcy
x6014) or David Medine (Litigation x4879)
about Fall registration for these clinics.
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Life in Lerner

Easing into the New Building
by Michael Goldsmith

What
costs $16.7 million, is constantly
brought to one's attention, receives praise
routinely and generally gets 'on everyone's
nerves? .No, not the Michael Jackson
"Thriller" video. I am referring to the
construction on the National Law Center.
"I'm amazed at the students patience,"
says Assistant
Dean Potts. ·"I'm
overwhelmed and appreciative."
Taking things in stride has rapidly
become an expected social norm a t the law
school. The cynic would attribute this calm
steadfastness
to the generic singlemindedness of students of law. "If the
bomb were dropped tomorrow," said one
captious first year student, "a major
concern for a great many here would be
how
radiation
interferes
with
Shepardizing." Such a view, however, isa
minority.
.
While the typical G.W.U. law student
cannot be described as "cavalier", or
"devil-may-care", a great deal of stoicism
is apparent. A second year student
recalled the initial construction. "The
wrecking was spectacular. Outside our
class there suddenly appeared this giant
claw, which proceeded to rip out the wall
of Bacon. It was pretty· bizarre."
DUring
this difficult transiti~n period,
that same stoicism is shorn up by a pointed
sense of humor. Too many students and too
narrow a staircase is a major tribulation
in Lerner. A prevalent theory is that it was
built for midgets. The carpet level walkout
windows further support the midget
theory. A serious recommendation is that
final exams not be given in 401. Jumping,
so facilitated, is much too foreseeable for
the university to escape liability.
Asfar as the library bathroom situation,
goes, here is another suggestion. Save the
prune danish until after hitting the stacks.
While student reaction to the new
facilities is universally
positive, the
outside appearance of the National Law
Center is creating
somewhat ofa
controversy. "It looks like a tasteful
prison," said a first year student. "What is
that column near the library for?" asks
another. "It looks like a drive-in bank."
"Awesome.
Totally awesome,"
says
Sheila Kearney, also in her first year. "I
think it's a vast improvement," said Mike
Billiel, a G.W.U. graduate in his second
year at the National Law Center. He
'added, "Maybe I've just been looking at
G.W. buildings too long, but I like it."
A major source of rumor concerns the
purpose of the small square window on the
top of Lerner, facing H Street. Speculation
has it that it's from a little room where
Prof.
Dave
Robinson
conducts
experiments in penal reform.

Right
now, we're in Phase II," said
Assistant Dean Potts. Phase I, which is
almost done, was the construction of the
north (Lerner)
and south (library)
buildings.. "Phase II" said Potts "is

o

o "ra
".

,',

by Cathrine Plembeck

Professor Rothschild tries out his new podium while
Joe Student tests the acoustics in LL 101.

construction on the mezzaine of Burns, and
the basement, first and second floors of
Stockton. As well as student services,
Stockton will house two new student
lounges. This phase will last until the end
of April. The re-opening of Stockton will
reduce stairway congestion. So will the
elevators when put in full operation.
"They're being worked on daily," said
Potts.
Phase III is slotted to begin in the fall.

"I'm amazed at the student's patience ... I'm overwhelmed and
appreciative. "
-Dean Potts
The re-opening of Stockton will reduce stairway congestion.
"Education has always been our first priority ... The old facilities
were barely adequate."
,
-DeanPotta

The third, fourth and fifth floors of Burns,
and the third and fourth floors of Stockton
are to be renovated. The third floor of
Stockton will become one reading room
leading into Burns.
"Education has always been our first
priority," Potts said. "The old facilities
were barely adequate. They were having
an effect on students and faculty. We were
losing people."
•
"
And so the modernization began. Added
security will have to meet the problems

presented
by the new electronic
equipment. The school will no longer be
. wide open. Mter hours, admittance to the
new facilities will be restricted by a call
box. Students will have to give their
student numbers
to gain entrance.
Problems
in security
are already
manifesting.
About $2,500 worth of
lecturns were stolen before being received
by the university.
And so it goes.

The Advocate encourages students, faculty and
administrators to use the Forum section for public
discussion. PleaSe be sure all letters and articles
are double-spaced, typed and signed.
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SBA Elections
POSITIONS OPEN IN THE SBA FOR NEXT TERM
(February '84 to February '85)
PRESIDENT
DA V VICE-PRESIDENT
EVENING

VICE-PRESIDENT

.4 SEC<?ND-VEAR REPS (DAY)
.4 FIRST -VEAR REPS (DA V)
1 THIRD-YEAR

NIGHT

1 SECOND-VEAR

NIGHT

1. FIRST-YEAR NIGHT

REP
REP
REP

Nominations' from Thursday,February 2 until
Thursday February 9 at the SBA office in Stuart Hall .
Elections will be held Thursday February 16
NEW' OFFICERS WILL
TAKE OFFICE IMMEDIATELY
Any candidates wishing to submit position statements
for publication in the next issue of the Advocate should
have them in to the Advocate office by 5 p.m. on
Friday, February 3.

EVERY AVAILABLE
AID. FOR THE'
LAW STUDENT
GILBERTS
LEGALINES
REVIEWS-NUTSHELLS
CASE NOTES
WEST'S BLACK LETTER SERIES
EMANUELS-HORNBOOKS
STATIONARY

SUPPLIES AND

MORE

AT...
WASHINGTON
LAW-BOOK CO.
1917 ~)'e St., N.W.

Dear Committee for the Eighties,
I am one of the numerous National Law
Center students, unmentioned in Dean
Stanek's report, forced by economic
necessity to shift from the Day Division
into the Evening Division. I am employed
full time
by George
Washington
University's Burns Law Library. The
proposal to eliminate the Evening Division
strikes me as misguided, to say the least.
In addition to seconding the arguments
advanced by Prof. Seidelson, I wish to
delineate another reason for opposing this
proposal.
A first rate, or even a top ten law
school's reputation rests in no small
measure upon the knowledge, efficient
service and professionalism of its staff particularly its library staff: Propitiously,
as the Law Center modernized its physical
environment and upgrades the caliber of
its faculty, it has also attracted
a
concerned and committed library staff.
The University has managed to attract
professional librarians to the Law Center
by offering them the tuition benefit and
career enhancement of a J.D. degree; the
full time staff can attain the degree only
through the offices of the Evening
Division. Presently five library employees
are enrolled in the Evening Division; three
others on the staff have completed their
degrees in the recent past.
Librarians with connections to the Law
Center over and beyond their-employment
duties offer a more knowledgable and
committed level of service to the law
community. We student-staff members
are able to share the concerns of the
students as well as maintain several lines
of communication
to the changing
interests . of the faculty. A different
perspective is that the Law Center ensures
the high caliber of the library staff will
continue despite personnel turnover and
despite the current storage
of law
librarians if the school can offer career
advancement opportunities to qualified
and motivated staff applicants. The image
and reputation of the Law Center can be
advanced to no small degree by its staff;
the staff operates as the first, and in some
instances, the only contact the public and.
student body have with the entity of the
Law Center.
As a staff member and as a student of
the Law Center,I urge the defeat of this
proposal.
Respectfully submitted,
~argaretWajert
Media Resources Specialist
Class of 1984

SUM & SUBSTANCE
SMITH

Mail Bag

Tel 785-0424

To the Editor:
Members of the National Law Center
community are currently embroiled in a
heated debate: Should the night program
at the Law School be abolished? I do not
purport here to take a side in this debate,
but rather to point out what is lacking in
the ongoing discussions
factual
informaton. Such information is essential
if an intelligent and sound decision
regarding the continuance of the night
program is to be made.
There have been many 'assertions,
claims, and counterclaims made by those
on both sides of the issue. However, very
little of what either side is saying is
supported by any hard evidence -facts,
the bread and butter of the legal
profession. Why this is so escapes
explanation,
particularly
when one
considers the stake involved in the
outcome of the debate.
Listed below is a series of questions
which I believe get to the heart of the
allegations being raised. These questions

Dear Editor,
I was amazed to receive Dean Barron's
congratulatory-in-tone letter of November
28, 1983, informing me that I had
preregistered for Spring 1984classes. The
letter advised me that upon failing to pay
my tuition bill on January 5 or 6, the
Thursday and Friday prior to the start of
classes, I would be fined a minimum of $25
for late registration. (The fee jumped to
$50 after the first week of classes and to
$100after the second week.) I later learned
that it would be impossible to pay by mail
prior to January 6 in order to avoid the late
fee.
Does the University expect many of its
travelling and out-of-town students to
return from vacation several days early in
order to escape a $25fine? Considering the
number of students who will likely fall
prey to this fine, why doesn't the
University just raise tuition by $25?
Students should, not be penalized for
paying their bills during the first week of
classes.
Whatever· justification
the
University has for its late penalty
schedule, there is no reason why the
escalating charges can not be imposed
following the first week of classes. There is
also no justification for the University's
failure
to provide
a pay-by-mail
procedure.
Lynne Lassin
Editor's

note:

According

to figures

obtained by the SBA, GWU made $74,535
university-wide in 1983 by charging 4,969
students $15 each for late registration.
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The Big Election

r

The big election will be held on February 16th. No, we don't mean the New
Hampshire primary. This election is going to be held right here in D.C. And no, it's not
"Super Tuesday." February 16th is 'a Thursday.
Which election are we talking about? D.C. Delegate? Mayor? Chair of the
"Committee on the Eighties?" No, none of these. It's time for the annual SBA
elections (remember the SBA?). February 16th will mark the election of a new slate
of SBA representatives from president on down (third-year reps excepted - their
terms run until May). Thirteen candidates in all.
It's a mg election because the SBA is going to have a big job during the next year:
representing the interests of law students in these times of great change at the
National Law Center. Eliminating the evening JD program and cutting-back on the
C-NC option may be only the first of a series of attempts to alter the role of the law
student at the National Law Center. Irregardless of the merits of the proposed
changes, the students will need strong representatives to insure that their interests
are considered.
The last two weeks have shown us an SBA that is alive with energy, involved in the
issues, and working hard as advocates of the students. We are truly pleased. We are
going to need an active, aggressive SBA to take over the helm when this one leaves
office in February.
We urge interested students to submit their names for nomination. Run for rep, run
for vice-president, run for president. We especially urge interested women to run for
office. The quantity (although not quality) of female representation on the SBA has
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The next year is going to be an exciting one for the students and faculty of the
National Law Center. The SBA will undoubtedly playa role in the shaping of the
school. Get involved. Now's your chance. It's going to be a big election.

Bettering .The·Law School?
by John F.Banzhaf

III

A faculty committee is recommending that the night law school division be
abolished because of the "perception that (it) is in some way inferior." Although the
committee admits that the perception is untrue and deplorable, it notes that the view
"is held oy many," and thus ditching the night program "would enhance the
reputation and prestigue" of the law school.
But if we are really serious about achieving this objective. and of scoring in the top
10 on the law school hit parade in terms of image, there are many other things we
should also be considering at the same time. Perhaps we should begin by getting a
new dean!
Many studies confirm the common sense impression that tall people present a much
better image than shorter people. Likewise, a full rich head of hair; an athletic
physique, no glasses and a deep radio-announcer voice create the best impression,
concerning both the individual and the institution he represents. Paraphrasing the
committee's report, these perceptions are deplorable, but it seems beyond dispute
that these views are held by many. So if images and impressions are so important in
. enhancing the reputation and prestige of the law school, perhaps we should begin with
a dean who looks more like Ronald Reagan, and who also happens to be a noted legal
scholar.
Another big step towards positive image building would be to recognize the
demands of the new information age, and establish a public relations department at
the law school. Indeed, it's hard to belive that we have gone so long without one! A
good PR department would help members of the law faculty promote best-selling
books, develop their own television shows, host prestigious discussion and public
affairs programs and other similar activities to ape Harvard and other really first.
class law schools.
. .

"A good PR department would help members of the law faculty
promote best-selling books, develop their own television shows, host
prestigious discussion and public aJJairs programs and other similar
activities to ap.e Harvard and other reallyftrst-class
law schools." .
Since both money and office space at the law school are usually tight, perhaps we
could transorm half of our current placement office into a law school public relations
office. The increase in our image will make it so much easier for our graduates to
obtain top spots that decreases in placement staff will go almost unnoticed.
Still another way the law school could improve its public image and get rid of
negative (although-untounded)
perceptions would be to crack down on faculty
. members who make unpopular statements in the press, or who take on unpopular
clients or causes to defend. We certainly should make a few of them loose weight,
dress properly, get hair transplants and do something about weak, squeaky and
abrasive voices. A required course in charm and charisma probably wouldn't hurt
either. All of these would be major, easily implemented and inexpensive steps
towards improving our public image.
Another reason advanced by the committee for getting rid of night students was to
bring in lots more money. But if that is a major goal, there are a number of other
things we should also be considering. One would be to secede from the university!
As a current issues of Forbes magazine reminds us, the legal profession is now
to page 7

The Prez Reports
By now you may have heard that the
three student members of the Committee
of the 80's - Lisa, Ann Marie, and Kellie have voted to dump the night program. It's
not true. The first page of the proposal was
misleading. It bothers me to hear of the
threats aimed at those women. "Don't
walk the halls after 5 pm" was one such
comment. I know the pages' of the
Advocate will be filled with information on
this proposal. I would just like to add one
point. The faculty is divided on this issue .
They are looking for articulate responses
not only from the SBA (which has voted to
oppose this proposal), but all students. As
future lawyers, we can probably do better
than "Don't walk the halls ... "
By now, we should have an informed
student body. A poll will be taken soon to
see how all the students feel on this issue.
Meanwhile, the issue of whether we can
take make-up exams for a grade is now a
year old (as is the infamous baby). After a
year of discussion in the Scholarship
Committee, a proposal finally received a
majority vote. The proposal would allow
students to take alternate exams for a
grade, which would not be added to our
GP1\s. This proposal was presented to the
full faculty two weeks ago and tabled for
more careful drafting. We hope to get the
proposal back on the floor in February.
Meanwhile, the SBA has recently met
with the Curriculum Committee to request
the addition of a sports and entertainment
law course. Our next step is to develop a
syllabus for this course to solidify our
proposal.
.
I met with Dean Potts last week about
keeping Lerner Building and the Lerner-

Stockton-Burns passage open tor as long
as the library is open. Students have been
stopping me in the halls or coming to the
SBA office to complain about limited
access to their lockers. Dean Potts said he
would "look into" hiring extra security
guards.
The SBA speakers committee, chaired by
~lizabeth Ritter, will be bringing Dr.
Bruce A. Murphy, author of the Brcndeis-Frankfurter
Connection to the law school.
For those taking Constitutional Law, this
should be especially interesting.
The Coffee lounge should be operational
by now (Stockton 302),
New lockers won't be arriving until the
fall. If you still can't find your old locker or
forgot your number, come to the SBA
office.
New copy machines are on order for the
library.
These machines
will be
experimental. Copies will be paid for on a
farecard system. No more searching for
nickels.
'
Did someone out there ask about
parties? The SBAwill be throwing a party
in the Marvin Center after the Law Revue
Show. We'll have beer, munchies, soft
drinks and a Disc Jockey (no SBA fighting
over this one). Because our finances are
considerably better than last year's, the
end-of-the-year party will most likely be
off campus. Alumni Relations Director
Cliff Dougherty is helping with some good
deals. In the meantime, at the first sign of
warm weather, the 4th floor library
terrace would be an excellent place for a
keg party. Even amidst controversy, we'll
try to keep the beer flowing.
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SUI!f!orters of the Night School

Developing A Better Law School
Spring semester 1984could be remembered as the period when the National Law Center
opened a new facility and began to create within it a positive intellectural and social
environment for all of its students. This can be the semester when alumni pride is bolstered
as former students, many now practicing in Washington and sponsors of the new facility,
return to see an institution with not only new classrooms but positive new ideas on how G.W.
may better serve the legal profession, particularly here in the nation's "legal capitol." This
can be the semester when the administration enjoys the fruits of the building project for

Banzhaf

from page 6

undergoing major changes in response to various pressures and law schools' like law
firms will have to adjust to survive. It also notes that several law schools do very well
without university affilitation. Indeed, since law schools tend to be profit centers for
universities, those law schools which go it alone avoid the large drain imposed by the
need to subsidize money-loosing departments and to support a large administrative
staff. Does the National Law Center (see, we already have a separate name and
identity!) really need the wisdom and guidance of Lloyd Elliott and his minnions at
Rice Hall?
.
Another good way to bring in more. money would be to get rid of the minority
admissions-and-scholarship program at the law school. It costs a lot of money, and
the students take up valuable class space which we could sell to the sons and
daughters of rich well-connected families who would be happy to pay full tuition. Such
a step would also really boost our image, since the full-tuition students will be coming
largely from the upper class andhave far more status.

"Another-way to boost both image and revenue would be to follow
the recommendationofa
recent GWU consultant: Increase tuition."
Another way to boost both image and revenue would be to follow the
recommendaton of a recent GWU consultant: increase tuition! Increased tution
makes the product look better (it worked for Volvo), attracts a much better class of
student (more blue bloods and preppies), and brings in far more revenue without
increasing any expenses.
While we are speaking of revenue, what are we going to do with all the extra money
as a nonprofit institution? One. idea would be to increase 122faculty salaries, and the
projected $840,000in extra dough could give each faculty member an additional
$20,OO<fperyear, but that seems highly unlikely. An alternative would be to pour it
back into even more improvements in physical plant and technical gadgets, but we
are told that we already will have the most technically advanced law school in the
country and there is no more room for a new building. Perhaps therefore we will
donate all of this additional money to programs and organizations working for law
reform and providing representation for the poor. But, if you believe that, you
probably also believe the many other suggestions I have already made in this article!

which it deserves kudos and students are tranquilized by the muffling of the jack-hammers,
This semester will, however, be viewed as a period of retrenchment, not growth,
frustration, not hope, embittered graduates, not supportive alumnae, if the faculty
approves the elimination of the evening J.D. program as proposed by the Committee on the
'80s. As discussed in its oral and written responses to the proposal, Supporters of the Night
School maintains that the proposal underestimates the vital role the night school plays in
the Washington legal community, fails to consider the full impact on all NLC students of
eliminating the program, and disserves the educational and institutional (e.g. reputational,
fund raising) interests of the Law Center. The proposal is disrespectful towards night
students and is premised on highly tenuous assumptions regarding the Law Center's
prestige and ability to recruit faculty. The proposal is particularly disturbing in implying
that the only way to deal with alleged flaws in the current evening program is to eliminate
night school rather than creating new policies to assure its continued success.
For as long as is necessary, SNS will continue soliciting student, faculty, alumni, and
community support for the continuation of the evening division. The response thus far in
terms of opposition to the proposal by both day and evening students, letters and phone calls
by alumnae, and the responsiveness of the media has been extremely encouraging and will
assuredly persist until the issue is resolved.
"
Everyone at the NLC can agree on the goal of developing a "better law school." Thus
far, however, it appears few persons consider the proposal by the Committee on the '80s to
have any legitimate, cognizable relationship to improving this law school and serving the
legal community. Divisiveness may best be minimized and a semester marked by
progressive thinking at the NLC nurtured, by the immediate rejection of the proposal by the
faculty.
SNS will continue through forums, lobbying efforts, and written commentaries to
highlight the weaknesses of the proposal being considered and reiterate the positive at. tributes of having an evening program. Indeed there seems no. better way to show appreciation for the new law school facility than by making it the home of the nation's leading
combined day-evening center for legal education.
Editor's Note: The Supporters of the Night School is a group of students and alumni
who have banded together to take action to insure that the evening JD program
remains a viable part of the NLC. The organization is active on four fronts: raising
student awareness, lobbying faculty members, responding to the draft proposal, and

informing alumni.
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C-NCOption

,from page 1

number of credits taken as C·NC in graded
classes from 12to four, while not limiting a
student's ability to take classes normally
graded on a C·NC basis.
ccording to Schwartz, a change is
A
needed because "students use the system
as it now is to maintain their averages as
they approach graduation."
Credits taken on a C-NC basis are not
. entered into the computation of a student's
average under the current system. Thus, a
third year student with a high average will
use the system to his advantage by taking
courses on a C-NCbasis. This is, Schwartz
said, a "manipulation of the system."
According to Assistant Dean Edwara
Potts, the current system evolved from the
notion that students should be encouraged
to' take classes which they might
ordinarily refrain from taking if a letter
grade was required. Such -might be the
case, he said, when a student fears an
instructor's
reputation or the course
material, yet has a sincere interest in the
course subject.
However, Potts is "concerned about the
ways the system is being used," and he
echoed the concerns of Schwartz.
According
to John Watt, third-year day
representative in the SBA, the SBA is
"firmly
opposed"
to the Schwartz
propa;al.
"We (the SBA) recognize that there are
abuses in the system, but we will

compromise," Watt said. Roger Goodman,
evening division
representative to the SBA, is currently
drafting an SBA proposal to be presented
to the Scholarship Committee along with
Schwartz's proposal.
According to Watt, the SBA proposal is
modeled after the C-NC system utilized at
Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H. This
system allows a student during the first
two weeks of a semester to determine the
minimum
grade he-she would find
satisfactory in a given class. If, at the end
- of the semester, the grade is belowthis
personally set and recorded minimum, the
student would merely get credit for the
course.
Under the "Dartmouth Pla~" a student
could exercise this option in six classes.
However, after three classes in which the
student is, in fact, awarded merely credit
due to falling below his-her set mark, any
such remaining options would terminate.
Along with this SBA proposal and that of
Schwartz, a third proposal drafted by
Associate Prof. Peter Raven-Hansen will
be submitted
to the Scholarship
Committee. Details of the Raven-Hansen
proposal will not be known, however, until
after its presentation to the committee.
Potts urges all students with opinions on
these proposals or any new proposals to
offer to bring them to the attention of
himself,
the SBA, the Scholarship
Committee, or any faculty member.
--:

Calendar
•

Friday, Jan. 17 - Feb. 16, Pick up money and unsold books from SBA book sale SBA
,
Office, Stuart Hall

• Monday, Jan. 30: Inner Tube Water Polo Sign-up Deadline
_
Smith Center
•

Wednesday, Feb. 1: Volleyball Sign-Up Deadline
Smith Center

•

Monday, Feb. 6: Handball Singles Tournament Sign-up Deadline
~.
Master Swim Sign-up Deadline
.
Racquetball singles Tournament Sign-Up Deadline
Squash Singles Sing-Up Deadline
Table Tennis Sigh-Up Deadline
Smith Center

• Wednesday , Feb. 8: Yoga Sign-Up Deadline
Smith Center
•

Thursday, Feb. 9: election Nominations due
Floor Hockey Sign-Up Deadline
Smith Center

•

Monday, Feb. 13: Badminton Singles Sign-Up Deadline
Smith Center

New Advocate Staff Members
The Advocate is pleased to announce the following additions to its editorial staff:
Richard Ripley, Photo editor
Irwin Izen, Business manager

Kathleen O'Reilly, News editor
Jack Williams, Feature editor

Quotes About ...
You can't earn a living defending innocent people.

Compiled by Roger Goodman

-:-Maruice Nadjari

There are three sorts of lawyers - able, unable;' and lamentable.
-Robert

The appearance in our courts of these learned gentlemen of the law who can make
black appear white and white appear black, is forbidden.
'
..
-Decree, Government of Andorra,I864; still in effect.
Smith Surtees

Most, if .not all good lawyers have lived well and died poor.
-Daniel

Webster

Lawyers are ... a sort of people whose profession it is to disguise matters.
-Sir Thomas More

St. Ives was a Breton, Lawyer and nota robber, A thing that made the people wonder.
(Proverb)
The first thing we'll do, let's kill all the lawyers.
-Shakespeare

Crosswo'rd
11
16
19

49
56
60
63

12

13

ACROSS
1 Batten
6 Ring loudly
11 Expert
-14 Woody vine
15 Anxious
16 Energy unit
17 New York
19 Egg: pref.
20 Direction
21 One who
does: suff.
22 Spouses
24 Greek letter
26 Customer
27 Rasp
30 Companionway
32 Ridge
33 Trimmed
34 Kids' game
37 Wicket
38 Churns
39 Betray
40 Cup
41 Exposed
42 Lucky
number
43 Lounged
45 Free
46 Reproved
48 Departed

49 Coin side
50 Esne
52 Bugle call
56 Skill
57 UN post
60 Hostile army
61 Efface
62 Shelf
63 Conclusion
64 Made useless
65 Harry

PREVIOUS
PUZZLE SOLVED

s

PIT

CODE

DOWN
1 Liquidated
2 Duration
3 Clouts
4 Originate
5 Bogey less
one
~ Jai alai gear
7 Recent
8 Red alga
extract
9 After taxes
10 Meddler
11 Complainers
12 Plunder
13 Keats, e.g.
18 Italian town
23 Manner
25 Unlock: poet.
.>

26
27
28
29
30
31
33
35
36
38
39

Vehicles
Iliad, e.g.
Study hard
Got even
Drew back
Narrated
Painful
To shelter
Valley
Plain
Foot-shaped
device
41 Sanctified

42 Weight unit
44 Fantastic
45 Attic
46 Wear
47 Bird
48 Edacity
50 "Get lost!"
51 Of Hibernia
53 Succors
54 Servant
55 Let it stand
58 Baseball stat
59 Vestment

